 Assessment Tools and Milestone Subcommittee Feb 8th Notes 

Attended: Anne Thomas, Jonathan Scherling, Debbie Smith, Amy Tyler-Krings, Todd Luther, Vicki Steinhauer Campbell
Absent: Cindy Koch
NDE/NCDHH TA: Jessica Larrison and Sue C. 
Interpreter:  Sharon Sinkler 

Goals: 
a. Decide on terminology to use when discussing/assessing/reporting levels of language use—milestones or benchmarks 
b. Define which parts of language to assess 
c. Discuss milestone timeline and frequency of reporting 
d. Develop a milestone tracking document 
e.  Research assessments/protocol 
f. Identify assessments for American Sign Language (ASL) and English 
g.  Develop recommended assessment protocol 

Subcommittee Ideas: All of the assessments we need to compare to large states and smaller states to see how their process and get their Pros and Cons. We really want to look at the research behind the assessments to make sure they are good and quality assessments to be using for the students and be research based and try not to invent the wheel. Milestones are not going to be something we create as there is a ton of research out there again, so we need to look at different research that has been made from milestones and then pull out the ones we really want to focus on to create our milestone checklist. 

Jonathan Scherling: will look at assessment for ASL specialist that Gallaudet has researched and created and collaborate with Anne Thomas about how to narrow down the list that hit the areas that we want without overwhelming teachers and practitioners by having a ton of assessments they should use. 

We will be creating a google document that we can add in all of our research documents we have along with add a document that has feedback about the test we want to discuss. If there is an assessment you don’t like or you like, please add in the comments why you like those tests. 

Future Meetings: A doodle poll will be sent out for the remainder of the year to get dates picked, in them will include a variety of times and dates to choose from each month. The goal is to try to get the majority to attend the meetings and not to have the same person miss a meeting if it was on a set day each month. 

Next Meeting: To be determined by doodle poll. 

NDE TA guide: What information have we already gathered in NE related to assessments that we could look at and review pertaining only to our Deaf and Hard of Hearing students. GOLD assessment was mentioned again that all Early Interventionist use it, is there a way to indicate from that assessment the students who are Deaf and can we pull them and look at their milestones? SPOT analyze information that might help us here can we get some of that data that was collected? 
  
NCDHH TA: What others states are using for assessments, how are they collecting this information and what is it being kept? Talk to states large and small about their process and what are their positives and cons with their process? Create the google Doc and doodle poll for future meeting dates.  

